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The new building 
Dear parents and guardians, 
We have closed another wonderful year. This year was a year full of 
developments and new buildings.  
January this year containers arrived from Holland full of incredible new class 
material, furniture and teaching aid. 
Grass planted on the football field, built a second water tower and housing for 
Dutch teachers.  
A	33kva generator installed, built a security shelter and an incinerator. We also 
started a new playground project, bought a third school bus and almost finalized 
the new entrance building/ administration block, which will be opened beginning 
of 2018. This new building will facilitate offices, entrée, library and a teacher’s 
preparation area.  
 
Term overview  

Not only did this year start with plenty of good news and developments but also 
with some challenges from both our teachers and students. The challenges came 
due to the introduction of the new curriculum (Elimu Msingi), which is based on 
providing all young Tanzanians a chance to get basic education. The new 
curriculum requires the children in STD 1 & 2 to learn only the three Ks, which 
are reading, writing and counting (kusoma, kuhasabu na kuandika) while in class 
three the number of subjects were reduced and some new ones introduced. We 
had a wonderful year with the pupils trying to complete the syllabus and 
preparing them for the next classes. We are happy to say that our teachers are 
now ready to face future levels of the new curriculum confidently. Dinka School 
received 35 new students in January 2017 and 15 new students beginning of term 
2. We made big steps with equipping our school with very modern facilities, 
which have made the running more efficient. 

 

 

 



 

A word from the Academic Master;   

I had pledged to make 2017 a successful year at Dinka 
School and I believe we have achieved that. From numerous  
exams done by our pupils, internal and external, our pupils  
have shown a very great improvement.  

Our teachers have worked so tirelessly to ensure that  
our standard is comparable to none in this region and  
Tanzania as a whole. We hope that our communication with 
 the parents has been good during this year. 

 
Achievements  
Class four 
We have made very great  
achievements this year. The most  
amazing one is producing our second 
class four candidates. Last year, 2016, we  
had the best score in the SFNE  
(Standard Four National Examination). 
Whereby we had only as and bs. This  
year our pupils were well prepared for the exams. We have very strong hope that 
they did even better than their predecessors now in class five. The class four was 
able to do a total of 12 joint examinations with 15 other schools whereby they 
were doing very good and we have seen enormous progress.  
 
Academic goals 2018 

1. Interschool exam competitions 
2. Interschool debate 
3. Saturday and evening tuition STD. 4/7 
4. Individual attention in class by  

Dutch teachers  
5. Individual weekly tuition  
6. Internal workshops 
7. Reading programs  
8. Computer usage in class  

 
 
 



 

Overview of our co-curricular programs in 2017  
Dinka School is maintaining co-curriculum programs, with the goal to broaden 
our student’s minds and thinking capacity.  
 
* Recycling!  
Papier-mâché (making objects from waste paper).  

 
 
This was a very interesting activity 
that really captivated our pupil’s minds 
this term. They learnt how they could 
use waste paper to model very beautiful 
things. The results of the arts were 
amazing.  
 
 
 

 
* Music, is part of our life at Dinka, it enhances creativity. We have introduced 
music lessons in all classes and individual lessons for pupils who have strong 
interest in music. Sign your child up now for 2018 music lessons in;  

1. Piano lessons 
2. Recorder lessons 
3. Guitar lessons 
4. Singing lessons 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Other ongoing programs  

1. Question wall (children put their general questions on the wall and we 
answer every Thursday during the assembly).  

2. Gardening (we eat our own vegetables throughout the term!) 
3. Reading buddy (Every Wednesday children read together outside of the 

classrooms with their buddy).  



 

4. Reading skills and book presentation (We read more books then last year, 
children also had to read a book and present the book in front of the class).  

5. Color recognition (Children in class 1-6 now recognize primary and 
secondary colors).  

6. Weekly science experiments (The science teacher prepared a weekly 
experiment for every class from STD. 1-6 this year).  

7. Weekly songs (During our morning assembly’s we have practiced new 
songs every week).  

8. Drama lessons (This term we had our focus on preparations of the theater 
show for Christmas closing day).  

9. Special sports (This term we have practiced tennis, hockey, baseball and 
volleyball).  

10. Art and craft (All classes have arts and crafts lessons weekly). 
11. Dutch friends (STD. 3-6 had their Dutch pen pals, we write letters to each 

other every term). 
12. Spelling contests (Every class did weekly spelling contests in their classes).  
13. ICT (Starting from STD. 1 children are joining ICT lessons and getting 

used to working with the computer.  
14. Acrobatics lessons from professionals during term 1.  
15. Self-confidence (Throughout the year we have had this program aiming at 

making our pupils able to express themselves without fear and able to 
present them selves.   

16. Phone conversation (Children from STD. 1- 6 are now able to have a 
proper phone conversation).  

17. Students’ talents- “what is special about me?” and “what is my talent?” 
18. Fast answering of questions in class and during assembly’s.  
19. Hand writing competition in every class.  
20. Water-drinking project- every student needs to drink at least 7 cups of 

water each day, which was scientifically proven to have many health 
benefits. 

21. Traffic light (We rather compliment then punish, therefor we use the traffic 
light system in all classes to point out positive and negative behavior 
during the week).  

22. Weekly merit and effort awards (when you have done well during the day 
you can receive a sticker for that day. If you have many stickers throughout 
the week you can be given a Merit or Effort award end of the week). 

23. French language in all classes from STD. 1-6 
24. Sign language during assembly’s  
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      Jada from Holland (from our Dutch pen palls class) 
Our visitors this year 
Term 1 
The father, uncle and aunt of Kimberly Pownall came to visit from Holland and 
helped a great deal in offloading the container equipment.  
Stephan from Poland and Joyce from Holland came to assist us in the classes.  
The American School of The Hague visited us in February.  
The ambassador of Dinka from Holland came to visit us together with his 
granddaughter, Jada in May.  
Term 2  
A group of Belgium teachers, Kyra, Evelyne, Lotte, Eline, Jasmien, Zoe, Nina and 
Marijse assisted us for one month in July.  
The Spanish teachers Jokin, Santiago, Anna, Paula, Javvier and Maria assisted us 
in the classes in July and August.  
The Dutch teachers Linda and Jamie assisted us in September- November.  
The Dutch interns Jurrien and Amber came to Dinka in September- November.  
The brother of the Kimberly Pownall visited us for three months September- 
November.  
 



 

Themes  
Dinka School uses monthly themes to highlight special topics. 
January – drinking water.  
February- communication skills 
March – self-confidence 
May – recycling 
July  – sensory organs (sight; how does the eye work?) 
August- sensory organs (hearing; how does the ear work?) 
September – sensory organs (touch; how does the skin work?) 
October – sensory organs (smell; how does the nose work?) 
November- sensory organs (taste; how does the tongue/ tasting work?) 
 
Study tours overview 2017 
Due to our recycling theme in May we visited Dunia designs at Ilboru Arusha, an 
eco-friendly recycling company that deals in recycling waste plastic bottles. 
 
Closing day end of school year 2017  
The students marked the closing day with beautiful presentations. Among was 
the interesting drama show and individual music pieces.  
The climax of the occasion was the issuing of awards to those who did 
outstanding during term 2- 2017.  
 
           Our outstanding teacher    Our outstanding teacher 

      term1- 2017 was           term 2- 2017 was  
  Madam Christina from        Madam Elikanai from  

  Pre Unit!!         STD. 2!!!   
      
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
We hope you and your families had a wonderful Christmas 

holiday and we are looking forward to seeing everyone again 
8th of January 2018 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
    


