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From the Principal
Dear Parents, guardians and supporters,
As we come to the end of 2016, I would
like to extend my gratitude for your
tremendous support that has enabled the
school to grow and achieve its goals.
What an honour it has been to witness
this journey!
As usual, we have celebrated a number of
achievements this term and are proud of
all our staff – teaching and non-teaching for their collective efforts to implement
our strategic plan and make Dinka school
a leading English-medium pre and
primary school. Our students have had
the opportunity to demonstrate their
knowledge and skills in, and passion for, a
range of subjects. It has been amazing to
observe the level of creativity and
innovation made by the students through
their teachers and our school mentors.
Quality learning and teaching has
continued to take place inside and
outside classrooms through group
discussions emphasising critical thinking
and problem solving skills. Students and
teachers have excelled through new ideas
in physical education, teaching subjects
through games and using materials to be
creative (have you seen the Christmas
trees made by classes?). The boarding
program has continued to be a successful
component of Dinka School with students
enthusiastically participating in different
activities each weekend.
Once again, thank you for your endless
support and I look forward to working
with you all in the 2017 school year.
Mr Rasul Abdul

Term 3 Overview
Our third term began on 25th August with a determination to achieve great
things. Teachers were refreshed after their vacation and pupils were in full
swing to learn.
In September we were joined by two very enthusiastic sports teachers
from The Netherlands named Jessie and Nienke. They taught us a range of
new games and invigorated our passion for familiar sports like volleyball,
basketball, hockey and tennis. Their input into our school’s sports
programs has been invaluable. Meanwhile, in October an Australian
teacher named Joleen arrived. She has inspired us with a wealth of ideas alternative-teaching strategies, understanding our syllabus and practical
activities to use in our everyday teaching. We look forward to
implementing these ideas in our classrooms in 2017!
The school introduced debating and morning book presentations this
term. Being an English-medium school, the English language is the
backbone of our academic excellence. Both activities provided a great
opportunity for students to speak in front of an audience, express their
opinions, persuade others and practise speaking English – a skill that we
excel at here at DINKA School!

We celebrated these birthdays!
SEPTEMBER
Mettabel, Kennedy,
Caitlin, Joel, Glady,
Alexander, Fanny

OCTOBER
Mark,
Doreen,
October/Novem
Derick, David,
Babrah, Jefferson,
Anet, Kimberly,
Timothy, Jada

NOVEMBER
Navo, Moringe
DECEMBER
Joackhim, Brian M,
Penina, Uwahezagiwe,
Emmanuel

From the Classrooms
Here is a snapshot of what we have
been learning this term…
Nursery/Preschool
Each morning we sang a range of songs to build our oral language
skills. In Science, we explored a number of themes including
‘Fruits, ‘Seasons’, ‘Living Things’, Sources of Water’ and
‘Dangerous Things’. We demonstrated our new scientific
knowledge and skills through drawings, writing and craft. Can you
spot some dangerous things in our photograph?

Class 1

Madam Anna

During English we focussed on the imaginative text called ‘Fati
and the Honey Tree’. We developed our listening and reading
comprehension skills through answering specific questions,
retelling the story and writing summaries. Charlie and Veronica
are showing off our presented work!
In order to revise our letters and sounds, we played outdoor
games including hopscotch.
Madam Meliyo

Class 2
In Math we learnt how to identify shapes and fractions as
well as add and subtract money. We improved our touchtyping skills using the ‘Chameleon’ computer program. We
also practiced communicating and cooperating effectively
and working as a team when completing puzzles as
demonstrated in our photo.
Madam Grace

Class 3
The solar cooker project was initiated by a group of
American students during an ethical village exchange
last term. We decided to make it our special class
project this term to investigate how to use the sun’s
rays for food preparation.
We found this project to be of great significance
especially in our world where we need to explore
alternative energy sources! See our photos of the
solar cookers that were kindly donated by our
American friends.
Mr Jared
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Class 4
Our term’s English focus was on debating and improving our spoken
language. We learnt how to use persuasive language and express
our opinions when representing the affirmative or negative sides.
Topics included ‘It’s better to be a teacher than a doctor’ and ‘In
Tanzania boys are favoured over girls’. This program allowed us to
develop our public speaking skills. Check out Caitlin in action!
Mr Adam

Class 5
In Information and Communication Technology (ICT) we learnt about the use of
television and how antennae work. We worked in groups to explore these
components through hands-on investigations.
In Geography we explored the solar system and identified the planets, their
distances from the sun and the number of moons of each planet. We loved
creating 3D models of our planets and presenting our findings to our
classmates.
Multiplication operations were a priority this term. We practiced our times
tables using grouping, blocks, flashcard games and individual drills. Our photo
shows Queenie with her winning card.
Mr Roberts and Madam Veronica

Excursions
Lower Primary Trip – Meserani Snake Park
We visited both the Snake Park and the Massai Cultural Museum.
The guide showed us different types of animals such as the black
mamba, Egyptian cobra, African python, vultures, crocodiles and
monitor lizards. He explained the characteristics and diets of
snakes and we even got to hold a python! We walked through the
Maasai Museum with a real warrior who explained Massai
traditions like building mud bomas and wearing rubegas.
Kelvin and Mayani

Upper Primary Trip – Kahawa Coffee Farm
During our study tour of Kahawa coffee farm in Nkoaranga, we
learnt about the different species of coffee plants, optimal
conditions for growing coffee plants, the processing of coffee from
harvesting to grinding, and the marketing of coffee products. We
learnt how to make different grades of coffee depending on the
level of caffeine resulting from the duration of roasting the beans.
Queen, Glady and Tarel
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From the Directors

2016 was an exciting year with many changes at Dinka School. Not only did our family grow with the welcome arrival of
baby Nadine, but also our school’s physical environment!
We managed to pave the school pathways from the front gate to the dormitories. In addition, we built a new second
water tower with two 10 000 litre tanks. The entire school was repainted and a new solar water boiler was installed for
our boarding children.
Preparations are underway for the arrival of the school’s generator and teacher housing. Two 20 foot containers should
be arriving at the end of this month from Holland with a generator, beautiful new desks, chairs, washing machines and
much more! This means that we can proceed with our new Class 6 classroom, as well as begin constructing teacher
housing from four 20 foot containers. The new generator will be greatly appreciated when Tanesco is not working.
In addition, we are delighted to inform you of our plans to build an administration block and library in one with
construction planned for July next year. We are also making plans to build a bigger and better adventure playground at
Dinka School in 2017.
We certainly do have an exciting year ahead of us!

Programs
Ongoing programs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Question wall
Sentence copying
Reading buddy
Spelling contest
Reciting times tables
Sports and games
Drama
Poetry
Art and craft
Book presentations
Full circle learning
Weekly themes

New programs
•
•
•
•
•

Merit and effort awards
Compliment cards
Water drinking project
‘Reflection on learning’ sentence
starters
Student goal setting
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Special Visitors

SUMMER 2016

Our names are Jessie and Nienke and we are 18 year old students from The
Netherlands who have been based at DINKA School for two months. We
are studying sport and exercise and have created a weekly sports program
to encourage students to be physically active. Teachers have been trained
to implement the program. We also played some traditional Dutch
children’s games with the boarding children.
Madam Jessie and Madam Nienke
My name is Joleen and I am a primary school teacher from Australia. I am
passionate about children being actively involved in learning through play,
hands-on learning and meaningful experiences. During my time here, I have
delivered a number of workshops to teachers around effective teaching
strategies and supported administrative staff with developing school policies
and procedures. I have enjoyed teaching yoga to lower primary students as
well as doing bootcamp classes with the older boarding children. What a truly
rewarding experience it has been!
Madam Joleen

Staff Professional Development
We have been privileged to participate in a range of workshops this term
delivered by our principal and visitors.

In the workshop ‘Creativity in the classroom: How to keep children
engaged in learning’, we explored how to use movement, drama, music,
the physical environment, objects and oral language to increase student’s
enjoyment and stimulate their minds. The importance of open-ended
activities was also discussed in order to encourage children’s problem
solving and critical thinking skills.

At the DINKA School we aim for our students to be confident
communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed citizens. During
‘Language in a changing world: Rethinking our teaching of English’ we
explored how to use texts to teach the skills involved in listening, speaking,
listening and reading, as well as the increasing importance of viewing and
creating technology in our digital world.
Mr Adam

Happy Holidays. See you in 2017!
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